
2012 First Quarter Highlights
- Choice Environmental Services (“CES”) of Miami is
  now servicing the exclusive Bal Harbour Village.
- CES of Highlands will soon start all of the residential and 
  commercial recycling for the County of Highlands.
- CES of Broward will be servicing the MSW for the Broward 
  County Public Schools System (BCPS). The BCPS is the 
  6th largest fully accredited K-12 school system in the Country.
- CES of Broward has absorbed new front load and roll off 
  routes through the acquisition of FSR Transportation, a local 
  Broward County waste hauler.

A Memorial Day Salute 
by George Pattis 
Memorial Day is observed annually 
in the U.S. on the last Monday of May.
Please remember our men and women 
that have come back home. Give to your 
favorite Veteran’s funds.  Our Veteran’s 
have fought hard so we could have a 
better America. 
Have a great, safe and healthy summer.

Choice Donates To Joe DiMaggio 
Children’s Hospital Foundation

34th Annual 
Water Clean Up
In March, Choice Environmental of 
Broward participated in sponsoring 
the 34th Annual Water Cleanup 
which also benefits the National 
Save the Sea Turtle Foundation.  
Ft. Lauderdale Mayor, Jack Seiler 
(pictured on the right), was in at-
tendance to thank Choice and the 
other contributors.

Customer Testimonial
Actual letter from Lee County Residential Customer

I would like to give a shout out to recognize the two gentlemen 
whom collected my trash this morning. Sometime during the night 
a car plowed through my four full garbage cans and scattered my 
trash everywhere. I am disabled and it would have been impos-
sible for me to clean up that mess until my son returned home 
from school in the afternoon. Well your men went way beyond any 
expectation and cleaned this trash for me. I am so grateful for them 
and want their supervisors to recognize what a great service these 
men did and to thank them for me. Thank you so very much.  
Ken Wernert gave Jimmy Young and his helper each a $100 gift 
card for their great customer service.

East Region Employee Appreciation 
Cook Out
When John Lawson SE Regional 
Manager throws a thank you 
picnic for his locations he makes 
sure that it is fun for the kids and 
relaxing for the adults. Thanks to 
Massiel Faxas-Rolon of Opa 
Locka, Jennifer Melendez of 
Miami Recycling, and Natasha Rojas of Broward, the picnic at TY 
Park in Hollywood was a great success. 
The big winner of the day was Josue (Joey) Mungia of Broward 
Recycling.  He won a 40” LCD TV!

In An Unusual Twist...
Joey Quinter of Broward Recycling is presenting Glen Miller with a 
plaque for Choice’s efforts in donating to the Joe DiMaggio Chil-
dren’s Hospital Foundation.

It just so happens that Joey is the event coordinator for the “Toy in 
the Sun Run” held yearly in Broward County.  This is the largest Toy 
Run in the United States.  

Joey’s year round tireless efforts in 2012 has raised an amazing 
$403,000 for children’s cancer treatments.

Glen Miller states, “Joey Quinter is one of the most humble and 
honest men I know. We are proud and fortunate to have this quality 
individual on the Choice Team.”

Choice thanks you Joe.  Great Job!



New Trucks In The Fleet

Welcome To Choice

Choice Environmental Services of Highlands 
in Sebring, Florida received a 2013 Peterbilt 
365/425 HP Triaxle Roll-Off with a 75,000 lb. 
Galbreath Roll Chassis.

CES of Central Florida in Dade City, Florida 
picked up a real nice John Deere 332 Demo 
Skid Steer with only 200 hours on it. 

CES of Miami, Florida grabbed a heavy duty 
Volvo/Prentice 124 Grapple truck for yard and 
bulk material pick up.

CES of Broward County, Florida will be receiving 
two state of the art 2012 Peterbilt 320 CNG Heil 
Front Load trucks complete with Vulcan scales 
and the latest in routing software. These trucks 
were picked by the manufacturers to be exhib-
ited at the 2012 Waste Expo in Las Vegas. It 
was a big honor for Choice to exhibit in both the 
Peterbilt and Heil section of the trade show. 

Stuart Maslanik has joined Choice in the roll of Corporate Controller. Stuart is respon-
sible for overseeing all internal control and financial reporting, compliance, operational 
and information systems. Stuart was a Business Unit Controller at Republic Services, 
Inc. Other experience includes: environmental services, manufacturing, chemicals and 
distribution.

Dominika Sikora is Choice’s new Corporate Office Accounts Payable Manager. 
Dominka has spent over 17 years in the public company arena holding numerous posi-
tions including controller, auditor and accounts payable manager.

Robert Mescia is Choice’s new West Coast Controller. Robert will be traveling between 
all the west coast and central sites. Robert joins us from Waste Corporation of America 
(WCA). He is an industry veteran and has worked in various levels of finance with pub-
licly traded companies such as BFI, Republic and WSI.

Cindy Thompson is working in the Broward Division as an Industrial Dispatcher and 
Customer Service Rep. Cindy knows the waste industry inside and out. She has been in 
the industry in South Florida for over 20 years.

Allison Stoner is working in the Broward Division in the Accounts Payable Department. 
Allison has experience with Republic Industries in the accounts payable department. 
There is one thing we must warn you about Allison. If she asks you to shoot a game of 
pool, run and hold onto your wallet! She is a nationally ranked champion.

  Carlos Verney has joined Choice in the Government Affairs 
  Department. Carlos comes to Choice after previously working in the 
  Florida State Legislature as an assistant to State Senator Eleanor 
  Sobel. His duties include maintaining and developing government 
  relationships and assisting management in the bidding process for 
  new work. Carlos is pictured to the left. 
         

Left to Right: Stuart Maslanik, Dominika Sikora, Robert Mescia, Cindy Thompson and Allison Stoner.

Lee County 
Employee 
Appreciation 
Cook Out
Choice Environmental of 
Lee County enjoyed an 
employee appreciation cook 
out on Thursday, March 1.

This location is one of  
Choice’s largest west coast 
operations with 45 trucks and approximately 65 employees.  Garth Fowles, Joe 
Briarton, Ken Wernert and Ryan Ruderson set up the feast at the facility.

Garth and Joe (shown in the above picture) tried to show their appreciation by cook-
ing (12 people called out sick the next day - ONLY KIDDING). The event was to 
congratulate the employees for making Choice Environmental #1 in Lee county 
service.



This past February Choice’s Safety Team Leaders attended the 
NSWMA Annual Safety Seminar in Orlando, FL. The National Solid 
Wastes Management Association (NSWMA) is a trade association 
representing for-profit companies in North America that provide 
solid, hazardous and medical waste collection, recycling and 
disposal services, and companies that provide professional and 
consulting services to the waste services industry.

The evening prior to the seminar the attendees were met by Choice’s 
executive staff for a special welcome dinner.  Many corporate 
executives were there to show their support on how important safety 
is in the Waste Industry. The dinner was given by Glen Miller, 
Jim Sage, Garth Fowles, Ryan Ruderson and Ken Wernert. 

This comprehensive all-day safety training seminar by waste industry expert David Biderman (General Council and Safety Manager for 
the NSWMA) provided important information on improving safety and reducing accidents for Choice employees.

“I’ve learned a lot from it. It was nice to see that there is an organization (NSWMA) that is looking out for our safety and worker con-
cerns,” said Larry Williams, Safety Team Leader from Choice Environmental Miami.  He added, “Companies do realize that the safety of 
their employees is their top priority, and this meeting explained the ways we should all be careful and improve safety at work.”

We would like to thank Ryan Ruderson for all the hard work that went into this event.  And, remember, “Safety First.”

Collier Site #1 in Safety
On Friday, February 17, 2012, Joe Briarton 
(Western Regional Manager) and Ken Wernert
(Western Safety Manager) put together a cook 
out to congratulate Choice of Collier for this 
notable achievement. Congratulations to Gary 
“Slim” Starr for having the lowest accident rate.
Ken Wernert said, “This was to show our team that we appreciate their efforts in keeping 
Collier number one in safety. They have the lowest accident and injury rate at Choice.”
Choice is a member of various organizations that help with training through seminars, litera-
ture and newsletters such as the National Solid Waste Association (NSWMA). Because Slim 
had the lowest accident rate, Joe Briarton made him work the grill.

Front Row (left to right): Al Coleman, Joey Quinter, David Roman, Ryan Ruderson, 
Larry Williams, Robert Ruiz. Back Row (left to right): Bill Drinkwater, Angel Pagan, 

Ken Wernert, Mike Manzella, JR Sites, Chris Marino and Grant Smith.

Customer Testimonial
Actual Letter from Pasco County 
Residential Customer
I am writing to thank you for a very special act of your 
employees. Recently my truck was broken into and natu-
rally things ‘went missing’. In a week that reinforced just 
how bad people can be, it also turned out to be a week 
that showed me just how good people can be. Among 
those items that were stolen was my wallet, to be even-
tually discarded as trash. It was not just one individual in 
your company that did the good and right thing. It was 
the combined efforts of your employees that mailed my 
credit cards and personal effects from my wallet to me. 
I am thankful that you have found the right people to be 
a part of your organization and I would like to extend my 
sincerest thanks to your drivers Tony Hernandez and 
Andrew Hauser and also office manager Clara Serralles.

Great Job Team! 

Choice’s Safety Corner

Tom Osterwise Retires
Tom Eboli said, “ Tom Osterwise is one of the few 
individuals that you can always count on. He has 
old school work ethics. Tom is very diligent.  He 
is very detailed-oriented and you can always trust 
him to handle the largest of accounts and follow 
up with his customers. He will be sorely missed.”
Best wishes to Tom (pictured bottom right).

Lehigh Acres Spring 
Festival and Parade
March 24, 2012: Choice of Lee County 
which services the eastern part of the 
county participated in this event during 
the 9-day celebration at Veteran’s Park. 
    
The FESTIVAL GRAND PARADE 
included a Choice rear loader and many 
Choice volunteers including shop admin-
istrator, Karyn Harmon (middle picture 
on right) and Diane Sites (middle picture 
on left). Not included in the picture but a 
huge supporter was Efrain Zapata, Lee 
County Route Supervisor.

Pictured in the bottom right photo inspect-
ing the trucks are William Sites (left) & 
Wyatt Sites (right).



Employee Birthdays in April, May and June 2012
April
Danella, William
Alonso, Yohendri
Carrera, Rudy
Crego, Walker
Daubar Jr., Osvaldo
Dixon, Freddie
Fundora, Paulo
Garcia, Carlos
Gardner, Theron
Jimenez, Thomas
Ruiz, Jose
Senatus, Luc
Munguia, Joey
St Leger, Frantz
Jones, Lloyd
Miller, Jennifer
Morejon-Barcelo, Carmen
Beeler, Mary
Rodrigue, Neal
Sikora, Dominika
Belgrave, Joseph
Pagan, Angel
Stoner, Allison

Contact Ray Peraino 
to submit future 
newsletter stories.
E-mail: 
rayp@choicewaste.com

Happy Birthday!!!

Happy Birthday George
George Pattis was given an 86th birthday 
party by Glen Miller aka “The Skipper” 
(as George calls him - no one else is 
allowed).  Natasha Rojas, Broward Office 
Manager, said, “I had to put so many 
candles on the cake that I was afraid the 
conference table was going to catch fire!” 

Choice Chosen For Natural Gas Summit
Choice Environmental was chosen to participate in Florida’s first Natural Gas Summit 
with a few of the world’s largest names in the trucking and manufacturing industry.  There 
were facility tours and educational workshops for public and private fleet owners.  
Peterbilt Truck Company along with other worldwide industry leaders such as Cummins 
Westport (engine mfg.) and Clean Energy Fuels (provider of fueling stations around the 
world) participated in the educational workshop at the Westin Hotel in Ft. Lauderdale. 
This event was also sponsored by Palm Peterbilt of Florida.  
Choice’s Tony Ciofalo,VP of Business Development, was chosen to give a presentation on “a Fleet Operators Experiences and Cost Sav-
ings” to over 250 attendees at the Natural Gas Summit.  
Choice’s CNG fueling facility in Broward had the honor to be picked as the location for a site tour (pictured above). Over 45 truck operators, 
municipalities, private industry leaders such as Public’s food markets, Ryder trucks and even a few of Choice’s competitors in the waste 
industry were on hand to see one of the first CNG facilities in the state operate and speak about the economics of using CNG in large fleets.

St. Patrick’s Day 2012
March 10, 2012: Ft. Lauderdale boasts about hav-
ing one of the largest St Patrick’s Day Parades and 
Festivals in Florida with over 25,000 visitors.

Choice is the City of Ft. Lauderdale’s residential 
waste hauler, and was asked to be in the parade 
to display the first Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) 
Refuse Truck in the state of Florida. Pictured in the 
top right photo, at the Choice Environmental tent 
on the festival grounds, (from left to right) is Attila 
Verses, John Fassert and Ryan Ruderson.

A Special thanks to Ryan Ruderson, our HR and 
Safety Manager, for spending hours tattooing hun-
dreds of kids with CHOICE Kids Tattoos.

Thank you notes from Kindergarten 
students at Stephen Foster Elementary.

May
Flowers, Reginald
Garcia, Juan
Lewis, Ron
Rodriguez, Leonel
Hunt, Calvert
Johnson, Lorenzo
Parajon, Pedro
Smith, Donald
Ward, Travis
Wheatley, Jim
Wilson, Gregory
Chapple, Willie
Shuler, Jerome
Tolliver, Kenneth
Ciofalo, Tony
Smith, Grant
Swank, Ken
Dennis, Andel
Lewis, Larry
Ribak, Douglas

June
Oreamuno, Eduardo
Pareizs, Marty
Scruggs, Saul
Torres, Noriel
Diaz-Velazquez, Josue
Clark, David
DeJesus, Vincent
Encalada, Hoysse
Rivera, Ariel
Fowles, Garth
Richardson, Rosie
Peragine, Nicholas
Weston, James
Lopez, Alexis
Dean, Sidney
Emaminejad, Ehsan
Antoine, Wilken
Fashaw, Michael
Lewis, Johnny
Orjuela, Jose
Rojas, Natasha
Suarez, Luis


