
From The CEO’s Desk, Glen Miller

Change For The Future
As we continue to navigate our company through these turbulent 
economic times, I am happy to report that we have strengthened 
our resources and support systems.  As a subsidiary of Swisher 
Hygiene, Choice Environmental has been able to continue 
growing and solidify its base as the cost efficient superior service 
provider in Florida.  This is being achieved through the diligent 
focus of the Choice Team and everybody rolling up their sleeves 
and doing what it takes to get the job done.

We have recently completed an organizational restructure which 
will enable us to operate more efficiently while maintaining the 
high level of customer service.  Under the new structure, Florida 
operations are divided into two operational regions: (1) Southeast 
Region and (2) West Central Region. The Southeast Region’s 
base facility is Opa-Locka in Miami-Dade County, and will be the 
hub for Pompano Beach in Broward County, Miami Recycling in 
Miami-Dade County and Broward Recycling in Broward County.  
The West Central Region’s base facility is Lehigh Acres in Lee 
County, and will be the hub for Immokalee in Collier County, 
Sebring in Highlands County, Dade City in Pasco County, and 
Hendry County. Each hub facility will house the management 
team, administrative functions, sales, marketing, invoicing, col-
lections and vehicle maintenance programs.

As part of Choice’s restructuring, we have completed numerous 
management changes.  Jim Sage, Executive Vice President of 
Operations, is now responsible for the company’s day-to-day

operations.  Under Jim, Garth Fowles is now Vice President of 
Florida Operations, and will oversee the newly developed South-
east and West Central Regions.  John Lawson has assumed the 
position of Southeast Region General Manager and Joe Briarton 
has joined the team as Lee County General Manager.

We have also made changes to our corporate structure:  Bob 
Oulahan is our new Chief Financial Officer.  Neal Rodrigue has 
moved to Executive Vice President of Acquisitions.  Tony Ciofalo 
has joined the team as Vice President of Business Development 
and Ryan Ruderson is now our Human Resources Manager.

As you can see, we have been busy.  These are very positive 
changes that I believe will give us the foundation to continue 
the extraordinary growth we have experienced in the past.  I am 
very confident in this highly skilled management team and look 
forward to taking Choice to new levels with them leading the 
charge.  Change is never easy, but change is a good and neces-
sary function of a strong, growing organization.

The waste business offers infinite opportunities.  We must not be 
complacent and we must constantly stay on top of every aspect 
of the business and industry, by adjusting, making changes and 
striving for perfection.  At Choice, we will continue to be a supe-
rior customer service provider in the waste industry and we will 
take advantage of all of the opportunities and challenges we face 
as we lead the way. 

Jim Sage, Wayne Huizenga and John Lawson. 

Swisher Hygiene’s Chairman and waste industry legend, H. Wayne Huiz-
enga, visited Choice’s Opa-Locka (Miami Dade County) facility this summer.  
He had the opportunity to spend time with two of Choice’s key executives, 
Jim Sage and John Lawson, as well as other team members.

Mr. Huizenga has been an investor in and stockholder of Swisher since 
2004. Over his 39 year career, he has also served as an executive officer 
and director of several public and private companies. Mr. Huizenga co-
founded Waste Management, Inc. in 1971, which he helped
build into the world’s largest integrated solid waste services company.

Mr. Huizenga has founded and developed multiple companies into industry leaders, 
including: Waste Management, Republic Services, Blockbuster and Autonation.

Wayne Huizenga Visits Choice
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l We are very proud of our involvement with charities 
   & community events. Charities & Events include:
  l Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce 89th 
     Annual Gala. There was a silent auction: 
     local paintings, gift cards and an outfi t worn 
     by Maria Sharipova, to name a few items.

     

  l Spinal Cord Injury Support Group Annual
     Golf Tournament at Woodmont Country Club
     in Tamarac, Florida.
  l The12th Annual “Here’s Help” Golf Classic
     at Pembroke Pines Golf & Racquet Club, 
     to benefi t drug abuse.
  l Silver Sponsor, West Boynton Baseball Team
  l Kids In Distress in Broward County, helping 
     prevent child abuse. 

l Choice’s CNG truck was spotlighted in the 
   August/September Issue of American Gas 
   because it is an economical and environmentally 
   friendly vehicle.  The article spotlights 
   NGVAmerica’s President, Richard Kolodziej, 
   and his commitment to increase the popularity 
   of natural gas vehicles. Legendary Oil and Gas 
   Executive, T. Boone Pickens, is pictured with Mr. 
   Kolodziej at a national presentation.

Choice In The CommunityChoice People On The Move
Tony Kulas
Tony Kulas has left Highlands County to become the General 
Manager of Central Carting Operations in Pasco County.

Billy Markum
Billy Markum was promoted from Dispatcher to Site Manager at 
our Highlands County operation, replacing Tony Kulas.

Gary Star
Gary “Slim” Star has been promoted to Site Manager of 
Choice’s Collier County Operations.

John Lawson
John Lawson has been appointed to the position of Southeast 
Regional General Manager.

Garth Fowles
Garth Fowles has been appointed to Vice President of Florida 
Operations.

Otis Clark and Yoan Fernandez
Otis Clark & Yuan Fernandez have been pro-
moted to Route Supervisors in Lee County.

Otis Clark Yoan Fernandez

Ryan Ruderson
Ryan Ruderson is Choice’s new Human Resources Manager.  
She comes to us with over 15 years of HR experience, with 
over fi ve years in the waste services industry.

Mr. and Mrs. Mark McWilliams at the Gala. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ozzie Daubar, also at the Gala. 

J.R. Sites has been promoted to Regional 
Fleet Manager of Florida.
Pablo Burgos has been promoted to Fleet 
Manager of the Southeast Region.

Choice News BriefJ.R. Sites Pablo Burgos

Welcome New Choice Team Members

Joe Briarton
Joe Briarton has joined the team as Choice’s new Lee County 
General Manager, with over 25 years experience from some 
of the waste industries most well-known companies.

Danny Sementilli
Danny Sementilli is the new Operations Manager for both 
Broward and Miami County.  Danny has over 40 years in the 
waste industry. 



Safety Corner With Steve Moretti

Waste & Recycling News 
Spotlights Choice & Swisher
in its June 2011 Issue
Leading industry magazine, Waste & Recycling News, spotlighted 
Choice and Swisher in August of 2011.  Below is a summary of the 
article, written by Jim Johnson.  You may read the complete article 
at www.wasterecyclingnews.com.  The article opens:

Glen Miller is a popular guy these days.  As the point man for 
Swisher Hygiene Inc.’s push into the solid waste management 
business, it’s Miller’s job to identify potential acquisition candidates.

Swisher Hygiene, which provides a variety of hygiene and sanita-
tion services to commercial customers, is using Miller’s Choice 
Environmental Services, Inc. as a launching pad for its push into 
the trash business.

Choice Environmental, of Fort Lauderdale, FL, serves south and 
central Florida with a fleet of over 200 trucks. It was on track to 
have $70 million in revenue in 2011, when Swisher Hygiene ac-
quired the company earlier this year. 

Now Miller and his staff are scouring markets where Swisher 
Hygiene already operates to find other trash companies he can 
bring into the fold to expand services.

“Make no mistake, our M.O. is to grow this company. And it’s go-
ing to be done by acquisition and organic growth. We’re going to 
be looking at quality companies,” Miller said.

Swisher Hygiene made a splash in the trash business earlier this 
year by announcing an intention to acquire garbage companies in 
various markets where the company already provides service.

The move signaled a return to the trash business for H. Wayne 
Huizenga, maybe the most iconic figure in the solid waste 
management business. Huizenga is chairman of Swisher and his 
long-time business partner Steve Berrard is CEO of the Charlotte, 
N.C.-based firm.

Read the complete article at www.wasterecyclingnews.com.

It has been a sizzling summer.  In a typical summer, 350 Americans die of summer 
heat.  That is why it is so important to protect yourself from the dangers of summer 
and heat.  Here are a few tips to help:
1. You should wear light weight and light-colored clothing, and wide-brimmed hats.
2. Stay hydrated.  Drink plenty of fluids.  Choice has filtered drinking water at all locations.
3. Never drink ice cold fluids.  You should be drinking “cool” or “room temperature” fluids.
4. For individuals on medication, please consult your Doctor about the effects of exposure 
    to sun and heat while working.
5. Make the right Choice, think smart, think safety.
Choice is in the process of rolling out light weight, high visibility hats, gloves, vests 
and T-shirts.  Our number one priority is safety.  Email me if you have any questions 
or suggestions at steve@choicewaste.com.  

Choice Sponsors Pizza Party For Boys & Girls Club 
of Broward County
Choice partnered with the Thomas D. 
Stephanis Boy’s & Girls Club of Broward 
County to host a pizza party for 300 club 
members on Friday, August 5, 2011. For 
two years, the Stephanis Unit has 
participated in the National Choice 
Recycling Project. This project requires 
kids in the club’s Art Department to come 
up with a sketch/drawing centered on the 
national theme presented to the participants. After the sketch has been completed, 
it’s installed onto the recycling bin’s provided. Once the work is completed it’s sent off 
to the national competition, where it’s judged against other recycling bins from across 
the United States. We did not win this year, but we were very glad that the members 
of the Thomas D. Stephanis Boys & Girls Club were exposed to this outstanding pro-
gram and opportunity. Arts & Crafts Instructor Mr. Mario Watson (pictured above) has 
done a great job with the children bringing out their artistic abilities through various 
events like this. Contact Gregory Jones with any questions at (954) 798-6009. 

In June 2011, Choice acquired Central Carting Disposal, 
Inc. (“Central”) and its sister company CCI Hauling, Inc. 
(“CCI”), located in Pasco County.  We welcome Central 
and CCI employees to the Choice Team.

With 25 trucks and approximately 50 employees, Cen-
tral/CCI serves over 26,000 customers throughout Central 
Florida (Pasco, Hernando, Sumter and Citrus Counties). 
Angelo Verrelli started the companies in 1997 with one 
truck, and built the companies to become one of the larg-
est private haulers in Florida. He brings over 40 years of 
experience in the waste industry to the Swisher Hygiene 
team.  

“The acquisition of Central/CCI provides us with another 
strong platform for the ongoing execution of our growth and 
expansion strategy throughout Florida,” said Glen Miller.  
“We are excited to have Angelo Verrelli join our team.”

Choice Acquires 
Central & CCI

Team Choice HR Corner
WIN $500!!! 
What does C-H-O-I-C-E mean to you?  Submit your ideas 
for creating a meaning/slogan for the acronym C-H-O-I-C-E 
and you can win $500!  Here is an example:
C  -  Clear
H  -  Honest
O  -  Opinions are
I    -  Important when
C  -  Creating
E  -  Excellence
Send your idea to HR@choicewaste.com by October 1st.

The FRIDAY BLUES
Non-Uniformed Staff - Show your 
Team Choice spirit by wearing a 

blue shirt & blue jeans on Fridays.



Employee Birthdays in July, August and September 2011
Choice Miami:
McWilliams, Mark 7/01
Bergeron, Brett 7/19
Sementilli, Daniel 8/18
Finnie, Melvin 8/06
Rivero, Antonio 9/07
Orias, Miriam 9/23
Williams, Larry 9/18
Jones, Lumbarto 9/25
Melendez, Jennifer 9/15
Delgado, Abismael 9/18

Broward Recycling:
Vazquez, Severo 8/24

Choice Lee:
Grimaldi, Vilma 7/03
Perez, Juan 7/30
Pilz, Thomas 8/17
Castaneda, Manuel 8/14
Broomfield, Henry 8/30
Price, Sylvester 8/09
Sites, William 8/21
Amador, Ciro 8/15
Diaz, Alberto 8/06
Rivera, Jaime 8/24
Bresson, Andrew 8/27
Fletcher, Russell 8/08
Simmons, Michael 8/11
Castaneda, Ariel 8/14
Harmon, Karyn 9/09
Howard, Keith 9/01
Clark, Otis 9/23
Gracia, Felix 9/17
Dawson, Kenneth 8/31

Choice Highlands:
Vasquez, Jose 7/22
Stevenson, Andre 7/29
Davies, Roy 8/03
Robinson, Alexander 8/22
Lindsey, Cory 8/19
Hunter, Terry 9/19
Clark, James 9/29
Cohen, Tony 9/18

Choice Corporate:
Oulahan, Robert 8/01
Cascione, Nichole 8/19
Gaskill, Sabina 9/05

Choice Collier:
Adame Jr, Jesus 8/25
Vega, Silvino 9/11
Almaguer, Angel 9/16

Choice Miami Recycling:
Escandell, Ignacio 7/05
Charles, Jean Dieudonne 7/29
Perez, Amilcar 7/28
Herrera, Alber 7/24
Pierre, Mickenson 8/30
Lucienstvil, Liliane 9/27
Benoit, Ernest 9/28
Jean Louis, Raymonde 9/19
Marino, Christopher 9/26

Choice Broward:
Perez, Alejandro 7/20
Coleman, Al 7/22
Ciasca, Dominick 7/22
Henderson, William 7/05
Gracia, Anthony 7/29
Shell, Reginald 7/29
Cook, Alfred 7/18
Michel, Rony 8/16

Jack Trash Corner

Employees Want To Know...
Q: How do I report news to be inserted into 
future CHOICE employee newsletters?
A: Please report your news to Ray Peraino at 
rayp@choicewaste.com.

Happy Birthday!!!

John McNulty is Jack Trash. The 
Jack Trash Corner will spotlight 
beautiful artwork from around the 
world primarily made from trash 
and recyclable goods.

Hey everyone.  I wanted to write an 
article about how garbage and trash 
are being used in the art world to create beautiful artwork and 
creative projects.  For the past 15 years, I have been working with 
artists throughout the country on various works of recycled art, and 
in my spare time, I make masks using cast-offs and found objects. 
In this article, I want to introduce a couple of artists, and how they 
use garbage in their art.

“Basura Sagrada” is a building my friend made three years ago, 
and it was made out of trash, recycled wood, used glass and dis-
carded household items.  The building is pictured above.

The picture below is called The Diablo Electro.  This wearable 
mask was made out of recycled paint can tins, and I configured
and programmed the electroluminescent wires for the light effects. 
It is almost three feet from the nose to the tips of the horns. 

As you can see, trash and waste 
items can be used in many 
different ways. If you see any 
works of art made out of trash, 
take a picture, tell us where it 
was seen and we will send you 
a Choice hand fan to keep cool. 

See you next issue. 

- John McNulty
  A.K.A. Jack Trash

Community Sharing at Choice
Last week, we received an email from the city of Ft. Lauderdale, 
requesting I call the Pliske family about setting up a visit by one 
of our trucks for their son Max’s birthday party. We invited Max 
and his family to tour our Pompano fleet including the opportunity 
for Max to ride in one of our new Automated Side Loaders. Max 
and his family came to Pompano on Friday July 29, 2011 for the 
tour. Max was able to sit in a Side Loader and see how it operated. 
After walking through the yard, we brought the Pliske family inside the office where Max and his sister, 
Emma, got to play with the miniature replicas of CHOICE Front End and Roll Off Trucks.  The Broward 
Team then surprised Max with a birthday cake, and we sang the happy birthday song to him. Max was 
the happiest kid in the world that day, and it made us in Pompano feel great for having been able to do 
this for him.  
   - Oscar Viveros, Choice Zone 2 Residential Supervisor

Max and his family enjoying their day 
with Choice Environmental Services

Choice Central:
Kraft, Frank 7/08
Whiddon, William 7/28
Norton, Issac 6/30
Buchanan, Darrell 7/12
Verrelli, Domenica 8/24
Zureich, Kim 8/29
Rivera, Daniel 8/25
Rivera, Jimmy 8/30
Overend, Sherry 8/19
Jones, Jim 9/23
Thompson, Leslie 9/14
Arcarola, Matthew 9/19
Verrelli, Amy 9/28

Auguste, Handy 8/16
Williams Jr, Otis 9/02
Fassert, John 9/08
Viveros, Oscar 9/24
Shabazz, Amanda 9/09
Loomis, Jennifer 9/09
Robertson, Bernard 9/08

Image to the right: “Diablo Electro” 

Basura Sagrada


